
# 22 Case ZON2005-01720 

- 1 - 

SIDEWALK WAIVER REQUEST  
STAFF REPORT Date: September 15, 2005 
 
 
NAME Cottage Hill Baptist Church 
 
LOCATION 4255 Cottage Hill Road 

(Southeast corner of Cottage Hill Road and Demetropolis 
Road) 

 
PRESENT ZONING R-1, One-Family Residence District 
 
ENGINEERING  
COMMENTS No waiver recommended for Cottage Hill Road or 
Demetropolis.  A sidewalk can be constructed with minimal deviation from the COM standard.   
 
URBAN FORESTRY 
COMMENTS   Through cooperation with Urban Forestry and Engineering 
Department, a sidewalk can be installed around the existing trees located on right of way 
 
REMARKS The applicant is requesting the waiver of the sidewalk 
requirements along Cottage Hill and Demetropolis Roads, and South Thigpen Drive, on the 
south, west and north sides of the site.   
 
The site was the subject of a Subdivision, Planned Unit Development, and Planning Approval 
application that was approved with conditions at the July 21, 2005 meeting of the Planning 
Commission.  One of the conditions of approval was the provision of a sidewalk along Cottage 
Hill and Demetropolis Roads, as well as along South Thigpen Drive. 
 
The applicant states that the there is no room along Demetropolis Road or South Thigpen Drive 
for sidewalks, and that there are no existing sidewalks near the site along Cottage Hill Road.  
There are several large live oaks along the right-of-way of all three streets. 
 
Cottage Hill Road is a major street with a right-of-way width that conforms to the 
recommendations contained within the Major Street Plan.  The roadway has four travel lanes and 
a center turn lane at this location, and a posted speed limit of 40 miles an hour.  Year 2002 traffic 
counts indicate that Cottage Hill Road carried on average 30,000 vehicles per day.   
 
Sidewalks do not exist on the south side of Cottage Hill near the site, with the nearest location 
approximately 5,000 feet west of the site.  Sidewalks do exist on the north side of Cottage Hill 
Road, or its service, directly across from the church, and extend eastward to the Cottage Hill and 
Azalea Road intersection, which is the location of Fonde Elementary School.  Sidewalks exist to 
the south of the site along the south side of South Thigpen Drive, and along Demetropolis Road, 
leading to Demetropolis Park approximately 800 feet south of the site.  Sidewalks also exist, 
intermittently, in the adjacent residential neighborhoods. 
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The site abuts single-family residential uses to the east and south, commercial uses to the west, 
and commercial and residential uses to the north.   
 
It should also be noted that the WAVE Transit System’s inbound portion of Route 18, Cottage 
Hill/U.S.A., passes the site. 
 
Pedestrian and vehicular circulation is a concern for this site, as a school is operated on site, in 
addition to the worship facilities.  School-related pick-up and drop-off in the mornings and 
afternoons may potentially increase traffic through the residential neighborhoods to the east, 
along South Thigpen Drive.  Worship activities also generate a high volume of vehicular traffic 
and on-site/near site pedestrian traffic due to the large size of the congregation.  The provision of 
a sidewalk around the site could potentially minimize pedestrian/vehicular conflicts for 
congregation members and school children, as well as nearby residents. 
 
Both Urban Forestry and Engineering have stated that construction of the sidewalks is possible. 
 
RECOMMENDATION Based upon the comments provided by the Engineering 
Department and Urban Forestry, the sidewalk waiver request is recommended for Denial. 
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