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HOPKINTON ESTATES SUBDIVISION 
 

Engineering Comments: Must comply with the Mobile County Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance.  
 
Fire-Rescue Department Comments:  Subdivision layout and design must comply with the 
requirements of the 2003 International Fire Code, including Appendices B through D, as adopted 
by the City of Mobile.  Commercial buildings and sites within the City of Mobile Fire 
Jurisdiction must comply with the requirements of the 2003 International Fire Code, including 
Appendices B through D, as adopted by the City of Mobile, and the 2003 International Existing 
Building Code, as appropriate.   
 
MAWWS Comments:  Water and sewer services are available, but Capacity Assurance 
application for sewer service has not been applied for.  MAWWS cannot guarantee sewer service 
until the Capacity application is approved by Volkert Engineering.  Water and sewer services 
would have to be extended to the development. 
 
The plat illustrates the proposed 503 lot, 226.0 + acre subdivision which is located on the West 
terminus of Redstone Drive South, extending to the East terminus of Roberts Lane East. The 
applicant states that the subdivision is served by public water and sanitary sewer systems 
provided by South Alabama Utilities.   
 
The purpose of this application is to subdivide two metes and bounds parcels into 503 lots.  It 
appears that one of the parcels, R022407260000094., has had multiple child parcels sold off 
since the late 1980s, without going through the subdivision process.  The applicant should either 
provide evidence of these parcels being created prior to July 1984, or include them as part of the 
application or provide justification supporting their exclusion from the application. 
 
The applicant proposes to create 503 lots, of which approximately 193 lots will “typically” be 
approximately 6,300 square feet in size, which is less than the 7,200 square feet required by 
Section V.D.3. of the Subdivision Regulations.  The plat appears to depict lots as small as 5,850 
square feet.  No justification has been provided for the reduced lot sizes.   
 
The plat also shows areas of “green space” and then other areas with no indication of use, 
including a corridor that implies a utility easement.  No area calculations have been provided 
regarding “green space” or other space set aside for common areas. 
 
The site is bisected by two proposed major streets, Wulff Road Extension and Magee Road.  
Each proposed major street should have a minimum right-of-way of 100 feet, however there is 
no indication of the proposed subdivision accommodating the proposed major streets. 
 
The proposed 503 lot subdivision will only have connections to two existing minor streets, 
although the connection to the existing Robert’s Lane is drawn in the wrong location.  Three to 
four other street-stubs are depicted on the plat, however, they would connect to undeveloped 
land. 
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The site is bisected by a branch of Hamilton Creek, thus wetlands may be present on the site.  
The potential presence of wetlands indicate that the area may be environmentally sensitive; 
therefore, the approval of all applicable federal, state and local agencies would be required prior 
to the issuance of any permits or land disturbance activities. 
 
Because of the above issues, it appears that the application is not complete.  Therefore this 
application is recommended for Denial for the following reasons: 

1) The plat does not include the entirety of parent and child parcels for parcel 
R022407260000094., and no evidence has been provided that the child parcels should not 
be included as part of the application; 

2) Numerous lots will not meet the minimum size requirements of Section V.D.3. of the 
Subdivision Regulations, and no justification has been provided for the reduced lot sizes; 

3) No calculations have been provided for “green space” and other unlabeled, undeveloped 
portions of the site; and 

4) There are errors in the drawing. 
 
 
Revised for the October 18th meeting: 
 
A revised plat and new written description were submitted.  The plat depicts 523 lots, 20 more 
than originally proposed, accommodates proposed major streets, and clearly delineates and 
quantifies the common areas and detention areas.  Eight connections, or street-stubs, are 
depicted on the plat, however, only two of the connections will link with existing streets: the 
remainder will potentially connect with future development on adjacent properties. 
 
Observed lot sizes range from a minimum of 4,725 square feet to well over an acre (43,560 
square feet).  A table on the plat lists the following typical lot sizes and quantities: 

220 lots – 45 X 140 feet (6,300 sf) 
161 lots – 70 X 140 feet (9,800 sf) 
142 lots – 90 X 140 feet (12,600 sf) 

 
While it appears that 220 of the lots will be below the minimum recommended lot size of 7,200 
square feet, approximately 22.4 acres of common area will be set aside within the development.  
The proposed common area will provide a sufficient offset in acreage to compensate for the lots 
that fall below the minimum lot size recommended by Section V.D.2. of the Subdivision 
Regulations.  The applicant also states that the design will be innovative, as the varying lot sizes 
will allow for a wider range of housing types on a site that could accommodate up to 938 
standard lots if no common areas were provided. 
 
The revised plat also depicts a large detention area of approximately 15.6 acres.  While the site 
is in the County, compliance with the City of Mobile storm water and flood control ordinances 
will be required.  A letter from a licensed engineer certifying compliance with the City’s storm 
water and flood control ordinances should be submitted to the Planning Section of Urban 
Development prior to the signing of the final plat, if approved. 
 
Due to the limited number of existing roads adjacent to the site, development should be phased 
to ensure that connections to Redstone Drive South and Roberts Lane, with a link between the 
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two, are provided by the second recorded phase.  This requirement is to ensure minimum 
adequate access for residents as well as emergency service providers. 
 
The site appears to be located within the Fire Jurisdiction of the City of Mobile, thus the 
subdivision layout and design must comply with the requirements of the 2003 International Fire 
Code, including Appendices B through D, as adopted by the City of Mobile.  If any commercial 
buildings and sites are proposed as part of the development (none are indicated), they must 
comply with the requirements of the 2003 International Fire Code, including Appendices B 
through D, as adopted by the City of Mobile, and the 2003 International Existing Building Code, 
as appropriate.  
 
Due to the limited width of some of the lots, and due to the overall number of lots, each lot 
should be limited to one curb-cut each, with the size, location and design to be approved by 
Mobile County Engineering.  Access to common areas should also be limited, so that common 
areas with less than 200 feet of road frontage are limited to one curb-cut, and all other common 
areas are limited to two curb-cuts. 
 
The 25-foot minimum building setback line, required in Section V.D.9., is not shown for the 
subdivision, but would be required on the final plat, if approved.  The setback line should also be 
depicted for the common areas. 
 
This site is located in Mobile County, thus a note should be placed on the Final Plat stating that 
any lots which are developed commercially and adjoin residentially developed property must 
provide a buffer, in compliance with Section V.A.7. of the Subdivision Regulations. 
 
Finally, the applicant contacted owners of the six “child” parcels associated with one of the 
parcels that is part of the proposed development.  The owners of four of the parcels have signed 
statements indicating that they do not wish to be a part of the subdivision application.  The 
applicant states that the owners of the other two child parcels have no desire to be a part of the 
subdivision application, but also refuse to sign statements indicating this due to their opposition 
to the proposed development. 
 
With a waiver of Section V.D.2., minimum lot size and width, due to innovative design, this 
application is recommended for Tentative Approval, subject to the following conditions: 

1) Provision of connections to Roberts Lane and Redstone Drive South, with internal links 
to each street, by the recording of the second phase (second plat) of the development, if 
developed in phases; 

2) Labeling of all green space common areas as such; 
3) Renaming of the detention area to “detention common area”; 
4) Placement of a note on the final plat stating that the maintenance of all common areas 

shall the responsibility of the property owners; 
5) Compliance with the requirements of the 2003 International Fire Code, including 

Appendices B through D, as adopted by the City of Mobile, particularly as applied to the 
subdivision layout, design and road construction, to be verified by Mobile Fire-Rescue; 

6) Dedication of the roads to Mobile County; 
7) Depiction of the 25-foot minimum building setback line on all lots and common areas, on 

the final plat; 

- 3 - 



# 1    HOLDOVER    Revised SUB2007-00219 
 

8) Approval of all applicable federal, state and local agencies for wetlands prior to the 
issuance of any permits or land disturbance activities; 

9) Placement of a note on the final plat stating that the development will be designed to 
comply with the storm water detention and drainage facility requirements of the City of 
Mobile storm water and flood control ordinances, and requiring submission of a letter 
from a licensed engineer certifying that the design complies with the storm water 
detention and drainage facility requirements of the City of Mobile storm water and flood 
control ordinances prior to the signing of the final plat.  Certification is to be submitted 
to the Planning Section of Urban Development and County Engineering; 

10) Placement of a note on the final plat stating that each lot is limited to one curb-cut, with 
the size, design and location to be approved by Mobile County Engineering Department; 

11) Placement of a note on the final plat stating that common areas with less than 200 feet of 
road frontage are limited to one curb-cut, and that all other common areas are limited to 
two curb-cuts, with the size, design and location to be approved by Mobile County 
Engineering; 

12) Revision of the plat to label each lot with its size in square feet, or placement of a table 
on the plat with the same information; and 

13) Placement of a note on the final plat stating that any lots which are developed 
commercially and adjoin residentially developed property must provide a buffer, in 
compliance with Section V.A.7 of the Subdivision Regulations. 

 
Revised for the November 15th meeting: 
 
The application was heldover from the October 18th meeting to allow the applicant to provide 
documentation from Mobile County regarding adequacy of access from existing streets, a 
phasing plan for the proposed development and consideration of a Traffic Impact Study for the 
entire development. 
 
Revised information was provided to the Planning Section of Urban Development on the 
afternoon of Friday, November 9th.   
 
The revised plat depicts a 4 phased development that includes additional, direct access to Old 
Wulff Road. 
 
Per the information provided by the applicant, the Mobile County Engineering Department does 
not accept responsibility to determine adequacy for vehicular capacity access for this or any 
other development within its jurisdiction: instead Mobile County’s position is only to ensure that 
proposed roads and drainage meet County standards.  The applicant has, in lieu of a 
determination from the County, provided a statement from Volkert Engineering stating that the 
site will have adequate access with the connections as proposed. 
 
A letter has also been provided on behalf of South Alabama Utilities stating that they will ensure 
water, sewer and natural gas capacity for the site. 
 
The addition of direct access to Old Wulff Road encumbers three additional parcels / lots not 
previously included in the original application.  The full extent of these additional parcels / lots 
needs to be included in the application, and additional postage and labels for notification, and 
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lots fees for the additional lots that must be created should be included for the expansion of the 
application. 
 
Based upon the revised information provided to staff on November 9th, this application is 
recommended for Denial for the following reasons: 

1) The additional access provided to Old Wulff Road necessitates additional postage, labels 
and lot fees, as well as notification of the public, none of which has been provided by the 
applicant; and 

2) The statement regarding adequate access does not represent a Traffic Impact Study, and 
thus does not adequately address concerns raised by the Planning Commission. 
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