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ANALYSIS  APPLICATION  5376 Date: September 11, 2006 
 
 
The applicant is requesting a Sign Variance to allow six projecting, bracket-mounted, 
double-faced banner signs with a total of 390 square feet; a maximum of 64 square feet of 
signage is allowed per business in historic districts. 
 
The Museum of Mobile is a non-proprietary agency of the City of Mobile, and since it is 
located within the Church Street East Historic District, it is subject to the Zoning 
Ordinance with respect to signs in historic districts limiting it to a total of 64 square feet 
of signage.  The Museum is proposing to install six banners, each 2’-6” wide by 13’ high, 
hanging on projecting, wall-mounted brackets above the sidewalk along the front (West) 
elevation of the central portion of the building.  The maximum projection is shown to be 
approximately three feet from the wall face, and the bottom height above the sidewalk is 
approximately ten feet, both dimensions within the limits of projecting signs in historic 
districts.   
 
The Museum states that it is unique in that it is in a Historic National Landmark building 
in downtown, serving as an agency of the city educating the public, but is obscured by 
protected trees and surrounded by sidewalks.  It is stated that visitors have difficulty 
locating the Museum and it is felt that with multiple thin, vertical banners, such as used at 
some of the most prestigious museums around the world, more attention would be 
attracted to the more visible name and exhibit signs, and in the end, attract visitors to the 
Museum. 
 
The Zoning Ordinance states that no variance shall be granted where economics art the 
basis for the application; and, unless the Board is presented with sufficient evidence to 
find that the variance will not be contrary to the public interest, and that special 
conditions exist such that a literal enforcement of the Ordinance will result in an 
unnecessary hardship.   The Ordinance also states that a variance should not be approved 
unless the spirit and intent of the Ordinance is observed and substantial justice done to 
the applicant and the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Variances are not intended to be granted frequently.  The applicant must clearly show the 
Board that the request is due to very unusual characteristics of the property and that it 
satisfies the variance standards.  What constitutes unnecessary hardship and substantial 
justice is a matter to be determined from the facts and circumstances of each application. 
 
The purpose of the Sign Ordinance is to promote the economic well-being of the entire 
Mobile community by creating a favorable physical image, to afford the business 
community an equal and fair opportunity to advertise and promote products and services, 
and to protect the right of the citizens to enjoy Mobile’s natural scenic beauty. 
 
The Board has typically been lenient toward granting Sign Variances for single 
businesses occupying larger structures in the historic districts.  The Museum has obtained 



approval from the Architectural Review Board of the Mobile Historic Development 
Commission for the proposed banners.  Inasmuch as the Museum serves to preserve and 
promote the rich history and cultural heritage of the City and area, not only for the local 
citizens, but for visitors from all points,  approval of this application would be justified. 
 



 

RECOMMENDATION 5376 Date: September 11, 2006 
 
 
Based on the preceding, this application is recommended for approval subject to the 
following condition:  (1) compliance with the Architectural Review Board’s Certificate 
of Appropriateness.



 



 



 



  

 


