
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
March 4, 2024 

 

 
Agenda Item # 3 - EXTENSION 
BOA-SE-002598-2023 
 

View additional details on this proposal and all application materials using the following link: 

Applicant Materials for Consideration 

 
DETAILS 
 

Location:  

2600 Burden Lane 

 

Applicant / Agent: 

McDowell Knight / Stephen Harvey 

 

Property Owner: 

Greenmound, LLC 

 

Current Zoning: 

I-1, Light Industry District  

 

Future Land Use: 

Light Industry & Parks and Open Space 

 

Case Number(s): 

6537/6205 

 

 

Unified Development Code (UDC) Requirement: 

• Special Exception to allow the expansion of 

railroad facilities in an I-1, Light Industry District 

 

Board Consideration: 

• To allow the expansion of railroad facilities in an 

I-1, Light Industry District 
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SITE HISTORY  
 

In September 2018, a portion of the site obtained a surfacing variance to allow aggregate surfacing for the access 
to a proposed cell tower. It should be noted the cell tower was erected on a 2,500 square foot lease parcel, and 
thus is not required to be a separate legal lot of record.  
 
In August 2019, a portion of the site obtained approval for a one (1) lot Subdivision from the Planning Commission, 
but the approval was allowed to expire. 
 
The Board of Adjustment approved a Special Exception at its September 11, 2023, meeting date to allow for an 
expansion of a Railroad Facility in an I-1, Light Industry District. There have been no other Planning Commission or 
Board of Adjustment cases associated with the site. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 

Engineering Comments: 

No comments. 

 

Traffic Engineering Comments: 

No comments. 

 

Urban Forestry Comments: 

Property to be developed in compliance with state and local laws that pertain to tree preservation and protection 

on both city and private properties [Act 929 of the 1961 Regular Session of the Alabama Legislature (Acts 1961, p. 

1487), as amended, and City Code Chapters 57 and 65]. Private removal of trees in the right-of-way will require 

approval of the Mobile Tree Commission. Removal of heritage trees from undeveloped residential sites, 

developed residential sites in historic districts, and all commercial sites will require a tree removal permit. 

 

Fire Department Comments: 

All projects within the City Limits of Mobile shall comply with the requirements of the City of Mobile Fire Code 
Ordinance (2021 International Fire Code). Fire apparatus access is required to be within 150' of all non-sprinklered 
commercial buildings and within 300' of all sprinklered commercial buildings. Fire water supply for all commercial 
buildings will be required to meet the guidance of Appendix B and C of the 2021 International Fire Code. The 
Minimal Requirement for fire hydrants is to be within 400' of non-sprinkled commercial buildings and 600' of 
sprinkled commercial buildings and 100’ of fire department connections (FDC) for both standpipes and sprinkler 
systems. 

 

Planning Comments: 

The applicant is requesting a six (6) month extension of the originally approved Special Exception, which was 
granted on September 11, 2023, subject to the following conditions: 

 
1) The location of the railroad ties will not be altered from what is approved by the Board;  
2) Retention of the 30-foot vegetative buffer, where the site abuts residentially zoned property;  
3) Compliance with all Engineering comments noted in this staff report; and  
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4) Full compliance with all municipal codes and ordinances. 
 

The applicant explains that the Special Exception approval was granted during the due diligence period under a 
purchase agreement.  The applicant has since purchased the property in December 2023 and needs additional 
time to obtain required permits. 

 
SPECIAL EXCEPTION EXTENSION CONSIDERATIONS 
 

The Board is typically amenable to granting extensions, especially a first request when the applicant is working 
towards obtaining proper permits.  Granting of such extensions are always in compliance with the findings of facts 
and conditions associated with the original approval.  
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