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MOBILE TREE COMMISSION  
STAFF REPORT Date: October 18, 2016  
 
APPLICANT NAME  City of Mobile   
 
LOCATION (Carter Avenue, between Main Street and Jessie 

Street) 
 
REQUEST Remove various trees for Trinity Gardens ditch 

closure project 
 
CITY COUNCIL  
DISTRICT District 1 
 
PRESENT ZONING R-1, Single Family Residential 
 
HEALTH OF TREE   The trees appear to be in good health. 
 
CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS     The City of Mobile is undertaking a long anticipated ditch 
closure project in the Trinity Gardens Community.  Carter Street is one of the first streets in this 
project that will necessitate removal of trees to accomplish the closure of the ditches. 
 
ENGINEERING 
COMMENTS   None 
 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  
COMMENTS None 
 
URBAN FORESTRY 
COMMENTS . 
 
PLANNING 
COMMENTS The Councilperson for District 1 has worked for many years 
to have all open ditches in the Trinity Garden Community closed.  The project is now beginning 
through the recently implemented Capital Improvements Projects Program that was developed 
during the 2015-16 budget year.  This phase of the project was budgeted during that budget 
process.  
 
MAWSS N/A 
 
ANALYSIS    As stated above, the Councilperson has been working 
diligently during his tenure on the Council to have the ditches in the Trinity Gardens Community 
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closed.  Closure of the ditches is not just an aesthetic project, but is for the health and welfare of 
the Community.  Open ditches frequently lead to standing water, which contributes to the breeding 
of mosquitoes, other insects, and often attracts snakes, rats, and vermin of all kinds. 
 
The closure of many of the ditches may require the removal of trees, as is the case with this 
particular street.  For this particular street, the trees involved include 8 Water Oaks ranging in size 
from 12”-30”, 7 multi-trunk Crape Myrtles ranging in size from 12”-18”, an 18” Popcorn, and 2 
Cedars – a 20” and a 52”x26”.  
 
In addition, the City has adopted a resolution supporting the Complete Streets Initiative.  Complete 
Streets calls for sidewalks wherever possible and practicable.  As this project of closing open 
ditches will result in a level area making the construction of sidewalks possible 
 
RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, this request is recommended for 
Approval, subject to the following conditions: 
 
 

1. Provision of replacement trees in a quantity equal to the number of trees removed, said 
replacement trees to be of an appropriate species from the recently developed Right Tree, 
Right Place list of trees; 

2. Tree removal and replanting to be coordinated with the Forestry Unit of Parks and 
Recreation.
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