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MOBILE TREE COMMISSION  
STAFF REPORT Date: April 21, 2015 
 
APPLICANT NAME  Andrew and Katherine Felis 
 
LOCATION 1009 Church Street 

(South side of Church Street, 170’+ East of Chatham 
Street) 

  
REQUEST    Remove 21” DBH Live Oak Tree located in the Church 
Street right-of-way, located in the Oakleigh Garden District. 
 
CITY COUNCIL  
DISTRICT District 2 
 
PRESENT ZONING R-1, Single-Family Residential 
 
HEALTH OF TREE   The 21” live oak on the right-of-way is a healthy tree. 
There is no decay seen in the trunk or limbs of the tree as there is minor deadwood that has since 
been removed and low limbs that have been trimmed. 
 
CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS     Applicant states that roots are invading the lateral to the 
house per video from Roto-Rooter, and are also coming close to the foundation of the house. 
 
ENGINEERING 
COMMENTS   None 
 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING None 
COMMENTS  
 
URBAN FORESTRY   
COMMENTS   The surface roots are obviously a problem that have caused 
the side walk to be raised. Urban Forestry recommends to deny the request to remove the tree 
from the right-of way. 
 
PLANNING 
COMMENTS   Possible selective root pruning could alleviate the issues 
with the lateral and proximity of roots to the foundation of the house.  
 
MAWSS 
COMMENTS    None     
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 

ANALYSIS    The applicant is requesting permission to remove a 
21” DBH Live Oak tree from the city right-of-way.  The applicant states that a 
video from Roto-Rooter illustrates the tree roots are invading the lateral to the 
house.  There is also concern that the roots are approaching the foundation of the 
house. 
 
Urban Forestry indicates that the tree is healthy; that there is no decay seen in the 
limbs or the trunk; and, that minor deadwood has been removed from the tree and 
lower limbs have been trimmed. Forestry also notes that the surface roots of the 
tree have raised the sidewalk. 
 
In recent similar applications, the Tree Commission has denied the permit to 
remove the tree; instead, granting a permit for selective root pruning to be done by 
a licensed, certified arborist (at the applicant’s expense) and coordinated with 
Urban Forestry. 
 
RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, it is recommended that a 
permit to allow selective root pruning be approved, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. All pruning is to be done by a licensed, certified arborist; 
2. All work is to be coordinated with Urban Forestry; 
3. Any work in the right-of-way will require a right-of-way permit. 

 



#  P-201?-00? 
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 

P-2015-012 April 21, 2015 

1009 Church Street 

Remove One 21” Live Oak tree 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 

P-2015-012 April 21, 2015 

1009 Church Street 

Remove One 21” Live Oak tree 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 

P-2015-012 April 21, 2015 

1009 Church Street 

Remove One 21” Live Oak tree 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 



# 2             P-2015-012 
 
 


	MOBILE TREE COMMISSION
	STAFF REPORT Date: April 21, 2015
	LOCATION 1009 Church Street
	(South side of Church Street, 170’+ East of Chatham Street)
	CITY COUNCIL
	RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, it is recommended that a permit to allow selective root pruning be approved, subject to the following conditions:



