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MOBILE TREE COMMISSION  
STAFF REPORT Date: February 21, 2017  
 
APPLICANT NAME  Henry H. Pope 
 
LOCATION 3761 Government Boulevard  

(South side of Government Boulevard, 200’+ West of the 
terminus of Butler Drive) 

 
REQUEST    Remove five 8” Bradford Pears 
 
CITY COUNCIL  
DISTRICT District 4 
 
PRESENT ZONING Community Business District 
 
HEALTH OF TREE   The trees appear to be in reasonably good health 
 
CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS     N/A 
 
ENGINEERING 
COMMENTS   None 
 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  
COMMENTS None 
 
URBAN FORESTRY 
COMMENTS Urban Forestry recommends denial of the permit to remove 
the Bradford Pear Trees because of sign blockage and the view of the building being limited. The 
trees are average Bradford Pears, with a plethora of weak branch attachments. The canopy can be 
trimmed to help with some of the concerns. 
 
PLANNING 
COMMENTS Based on aerial photos, it appears that the building was 
constructed between 1984 and 1997.  Some of the trees appear to be there in the 1997 aerial photo, 
and all are definitely in the 2002 aerials.  This raises the question as to whether the trees were 
required at the time of construction or as a result of some other activity. 
 
MAWSS N/A 
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ANALYSIS    The applicant is requesting permission to remove five 
Bradford Pear trees that are located in the right-of-way.  The application states that the reason for 
the request as “Unsightly, blocks view of building + sign”.  
 
It has been the policy and practice of the Tree Commission to not approve requests when the main 
reason is to improve visibility of a sign or building.  While Bradford Pear is not a desired or 
preferred species, they are the only trees at this location.  If they are approved for removal, there 
will not be any trees in the immediate area, with the exception of some Crepe Myrtles and Bradford 
Pears in front of the property adjacent to the West.  Such an approval could open the door for the 
neighboring property owner to make a similar request. 
 
Further, Forestry Comments indicate that trimming the trees will address some of the issues. 
 
RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, this request is recommended for 
denial, and that the applicant be advised to call 311 and request that the trees be trimmed. 
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