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MOBILE TREE COMMISSION  
STAFF REPORT Date: November 21, 2017  
 
APPLICANT NAME  Batiste Tree Service for John and Laura Rutherford 
 
LOCATION 216 Grand Boulevard  

(East side of Grand Boulevard, 230’+ South of Spring Hill 
Avenue) 

 
REQUEST    Remove a 28” Pecan 
 
CITY COUNCIL  
DISTRICT District 1 
 
PRESENT ZONING R-1, Single Family Residential 
 
HEALTH OF TREE   The tree appears to be stressed and not in good condition 
 
CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS     N/A 
 
ENGINEERING 
COMMENTS   None 
 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  
COMMENTS None 
 
URBAN FORESTRY 
COMMENTS Urban Forestry recommends removal request be approved as 
the tree is in a state of decline. 
 
PLANNING 
COMMENTS None. 
 
MAWSS N/A 
 
ANALYSIS    The applicant is requesting removal of the 28” pecan tree, 
stating that it has been severely trimmed over time due to its proximity to a light pole and power 
lines. The applicant goes on to say that the tree is no longer thriving. 
 
Based upon review of photos submitted and a site visit, the tree does appear to be stressed due to 
trimming over the years and the limited space in which the tree is located.  Given the existing 
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conditions, it is unlikely that the health of the tree will improve – if anything, it will continue to be 
stressed since it will continue to be trimmed and the planting area will not increase. 
It is the policy of the Commission that when removals are approved, replanting at a two to one 
ration is to be required.  While the Right Tree Right Place document has not be finalized and 
adopted by the City, given the limited planting area and the overhead power line(s), any replantings 
should be understory trees that fall within the group that would fit within the limited planting area.  
As an alternative, the Commission may consider replanting of one tree and a donation to the tree 
bank in the amount of $200.00 to defray the cost of acquisition and planting of another tree 
elsewhere in the City. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, this request is recommended for 
approval subject to the following: 
 

1. Due to the proximity to power lines, removal is to be performed by a Certified Line 
Clearing Arborist, at the owner’s expense; 

2. Stump to be ground and neutral ground to be restored, including placement of sod; 
3. Planting of an understory tree in the right-of-way in front of 216 Grand Boulevard, at the 

owner’s expense, species and location to be coordinated with the Right Tree Right Place 
list and the City Arborist; 

4. Donation to the tree bank in the amount of $200.00 to defray the cost of acquisition and 
planting of another tree elsewhere in the City; 

5. All applicable permits must be obtained, including a Right-of-Way permit, prior to 
removal of the tree. 
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