#4 P-2016-011

MOBILE TREE COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT Date: September 20, 2016

APPLICANT NAME Sharon James
Jeffery S Bryant, Owner

LOCATION 4719 Firestone Drive S
(South side of Firestone Drive S, 200’+ East of Regal Drive)

REQUEST Remove Two Palm Trees

CITY COUNCIL

DISTRICT District 6

PRESENT ZONING R-1, Single Family Residential
HEALTH OF TREE The trees are in good health
CONTRIBUTING

FACTORS N/A

ENGINEERING

COMMENTS None

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING
COMMENTS None

URBAN FORESTRY

COMMENTS The Washingtonian Palms are in very good health with no
defects seen in the trunks or canopies. The only work needed in the trees is to remove the dead
frons.

For these reasons, Urban Forestry recommends denial to remove the palms

PLANNING

COMMENTS While the palms may be unattractive at this time, it is largely
due to lack of maintenance. If the dead frons are removed, the palms will look much better.
MAWSS N/A

ANALYSIS The applicant is requesting approval to remove two palms

(Washingtonian Palms). The applicant contends that removal is necessary due to the proximity of



#4 P-2016-011

the trees to the MAWSS water line; the trees are overgrown and an eyesore; and the applicant is
having difficulty finding someone to trim them.

The root system of palms is generally compact in area, and the roots are not as thick or strong as
those of other types of trees such as oaks, cedar, or even crepe myrtle. In addition, the applicant
has submitted no documentation to support a claim that the trees are detrimental to the MAWSS
water line, now has anything been submitted by MAWSS to support the claim.

There was no information provided to illustrate the businesses that were contacted and declined to
trim the trees in question. Further, as the trees are in the right-of-way, if the applicant were to call
311 and turn in a Service Request Order (SRO), Urban Forestry would trim the dead frons from
the trees. Because this is not an emergency or a safety issue, it could be 60-90 days before the
SRO would be in the Urban Forestry queue for the actual trimming to occur.

RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, this request is recommended for
denial. It is further recommended that the applicant be advised to call 311 and submit a
Service Request Order.
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