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MOBILE TREE COMMISSION  

STAFF REPORT Date: July 17, 2018  
 

APPLICANT NAME  John Strange for Meagan Hill Ferrall 

 

LOCATION 17 Hurlbert Street 

(East side of Grand Boulevard, 230’+ South of Spring Hill 

Avenue) 

 

REQUEST Removal of 3 Crepe Myrtles and Trim 1 Live Oak in the 

ROW along Hurlbert Street 

 

CITY COUNCIL  

DISTRICT District 1 

 

PRESENT ZONING R-1, Single Family Residential 

 

HEALTH OF TREE   The trees appear to be healthy. 

 

CONTRIBUTING 

FACTORS  Power and utility lines across the front of the property, over 

or within the tree canopies in question. 

 

ENGINEERING 

COMMENTS   None 

 

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  

COMMENTS None 
 

URBAN FORESTRY 

COMMENTS  

 
Live Oak trimming:  Urban Forestry recommends approving pruning request and also 

recommends that the work be overseen by an ISA Certified Arborist. 

 

Crepe Myrtle removal: Urban Forestry recommends approving the removal request 

with a stipulation that all removed trees are replaced. 

 

PLANNING 

COMMENTS None. 

 

MAWSS N/A 
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ANALYSIS    The applicant is requesting the trimming of a 36 inch live 

oak so that a new home may be built.  Specifically, branches of the tree overhang the proposed 

location of the home, and the applicant only is requesting to trim those branches that would 

overhang the house location.  The applicant also proposes to remove three crepe myrtles, which 

are growing underneath the canopy of two live oaks, and which would impede the construction 

of a driveway for the new house. 

 

It is the policy of the Commission that when removals are approved, replanting at a two to one 

ratio is to be required.  Given the limited planting area and the overhead power line(s), 

replantings are not advised.  For this case, the Commission should consider a donation to the tree 

bank in the amount of $200.00 per removed tree to defray the cost of acquisition and planting 

elsewhere in the City. 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, this request is recommended 

for approval subject to the following: 

 

1. Due to the proximity to power lines, removal of crepe myrtles is to be performed by a 

Certified Line Clearing Arborist, at the owner’s expense; 

2. Trimming of the live oak to be performed by a Certified Line Clearing Arborist, at the 

owner’s expense; 

3. Donation to the tree bank in the amount of $200.00 per removed tree to defray the cost of 

acquisition and planting of another tree elsewhere in the City; and   

4. All applicable permits must be obtained, including a Right-of-Way permit, prior to 

removal of the tree. 
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