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Architectural Review Board 

 
May 6, 2026 

 
 

Agenda Item #1  
Application 2026-22-CA 
 
 
DETAILS 
 
Location: 
313 George Street 
 
Summary of Request: 
After the fact Installation of 8’ privacy fence 
along the north and east property lines. 
 
Applicant (as applicable): 
Laura Keys 
 
Property Owner: 
Laura Keys 
 
Historic District: 
Oakleigh Garden District 
 
Classification: 
Contributing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of Analysis: 
• The house at 313 George Street is a 

contributing structure to the Oakleigh 
Garden Historic District. 

• The lots surrounding the home are all 
classified as having single-family residences, 
for which the Guidelines allow fences up to 
6’  

• The installed 8’ fence is not compliant with 
the Guidelines. The fence extends beyond 
the front building plane.  

 
Report Contents: 
Property and Application History………………………2 
Scope of Work………………………………………………….2 
Applicable Standards……………………………………….3 
Staff Analysis……………………………………………………3 
Attachments…………………………………………………….4 
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PROPERTY AND APPLICATION HISTORY 
Oakleigh Garden Historic District was initially listed in the National Register in 1972 under Criteria A 
(historic significance) and C (architectural significance) for its local significance in the areas of 
architecture, landscape architecture, and planning and development. The district is significant for its 
high concentration of 19th- and 20th-century architectural types and styles and significant in the area of 
landscape architecture for its canopies of live oaks planted from 1850 to 1910. The district is significant 
in the area of planning and development as the location of Washington Square, one of only two 
antebellum public parks remaining in Mobile. The district was expanded in 1984, and an updated 
nomination was approved in 2016. 
 
The subject property is a one-story wood frame two bay shotgun with a north addition and a full-width 
porch. Originally built in 1890 by Barbara Muntz, the home features a gabled roof, six-over-six windows, 
wood door with transom, and a recessed front porch supported by chamfered posts with brackets, 
balustrade and box cornice. The dwelling first appears on the 1904 Sanborn Fire Insurance map and 
shows the original shotgun design of the home. According to the property file records, the north 
addition was approved in November of 1996. 
 
The property at 313 George Street appeared before the Board in 2013 resulting in the approval of a full 
renovation of the residence.  
 

SCOPE OF WORK 
1. Install 8' section of fence along the north and east (rear) property lines. 

• The northern portion of the fence tapers down beginning at the front plane of the 
residence.  

APPLICABLE STANDARDS  
 

• 10.2 Design a fence to be compatible with the architectural style of the house and existing 
fences in the neighborhood. 

o Install a painted wood picket fence. 
o Install a simple wood or wire fence. Heights of wooden picket fences are ordinarily 

restricted to 36”. Consideration for up to 48,” depending on the location of the fence, 
shall be given. A variance might be required. Staff can advise and assist applicants with 
regard to a variance. If combined with a wall, the total vertical dimension of the wall and 
fence collectively should not exceed 36,” or in some cases 48”. 

o For surface parking areas associated with commercial uses, size a perimeter parking 
area fence to not exceed 48” in height. 

o Install a cast-iron or other metal fence not exceeding 48” in height if located in the front 
yard. 

o Install a fence that uses alternative materials that have a very similar look and feel to 
wood, proven durability, matte finish and an accurate scale and proportion of 
components. 

o Face the finished side of a fence toward the public right-of-way. 
o Based on the chosen fence material, use proportions, heights, elements and levels of 

opacity similar to those of similar material and style seen in the historic district.  
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o REAR AND NON-CORNER SIDE FENCES (LOCATED BEHIND THE FRONT BUILDING PLANE) 
 Design a fence located behind the front building plane to not exceed 72” in 

height. If the subject property abuts a multi-family residential or commercial 
property, a fence up to 96” will be considered. 

 An alternative fence material with proven durability, matte finish and an 
accurate scale and proportion of components is acceptable. A simple wood-and-
wire fence is acceptable provided it is appropriate to the style of the house. 

• ACCEPTABLE FENCE MATERIALS  
o Materials that have a similar character, durability and finish to those of fences of historic 

properties in the district are acceptable. These often include:   
 Wood picket  
 Wood slat  
 Wood lattice   
 Iron or steel   
 Historically appropriate wire fences 
 Aluminum that appears similar to iron  

• UNACCEPTABLE FENCE MATERIALS  
o Materials that do not have a similar character, durability and finish to those of fences of 

historic properties in the district are unacceptable. These often include:   
 Chain link   
 Stockade   
 Post and rail   
 Masonite   
 PVC   
 Plywood or asbestos paneling  
 Razor wire 
 Barbed wire 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
The property, 313 George Street, is a contributing structure in the Oakleigh Garden Historic District. The 
subject application is for an after-the-fact COA for the installation of a 96” high fence located along the 
north and east property lines, with the north section ending beyond the front plane of the west façade.  
 
Section 10.2 of the Design Guidelines state, “Design a fence located behind the front building plane to 
not exceed 72” in height. If the subject property abuts a multi-family residential or commercial property, 
a fence up to 96” will be considered.” The subject property does not abut a commercial or multi-family 
property. The subject fence is of wood construction, which is an accepted fence material per the 
Guidelines, but it exceeds the height stipulated by the Guidelines. There is also a tapered section of the 
privacy fence extends past the front plane of the residence. While the privacy fence does extend beyond 
the front plane, the tapered nature of this section diminishes the appearance of the taller fence. The 
applicant has stated that the fence was installed due to ongoing privacy concerns related to 
construction that was occurring to the east of 313 George Street, Additionally, while the subject 
property does not abut a commercial property, a commercial property is located directly across 
Savannah Street, to the south of 313 George Street.   
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Site Location – 313 George Street 
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Site Photos – 313 George Street 
 

  
1. West façade of subject property, looking 

E.  
2. NW view of property looking SE. 

  
3. View of tapered fence beyond front 

plane of residence, looking SE. 
4. View of fence on N property line, looking 

E.  

  
5. View of fence on E property line, looking 

N.  
6. South elevation of property with section 

of E fence, looking N.  
 















Fence placed in existing footprint of smaller, older fence, approximately 50x40 feet

 




