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Oakleigh Garden Historic District was initially listed in the National Register in 1972 under Criteria A (historic
significance) and C (architectural significance) for its local significance in the areas of architecture, landscape
architecture, and planning and development. The district is significant for its high concentration of 19*" and 20%-
century architectural types and styles and significant in the area of landscape architecture for its canopies of live
oaks planted from 1850 to 1910. The district is significant in the area of planning and development as the location
of Washington Square, one of only two antebellum public parks remaining in Mobile. The district was expanded in
1984, and an updated nomination was approved in 2016.

The property at 407 Regina Avenue does not appear on the updated 1955 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map; however,
the 1955 historic aerial shows that the location surveyed had multiple dwellings. The dwelling is a c. 1940 one-
story raised frame craftsman with a gabled roof and a full-width front porch. A small side wing projects off the
south elevation. The property was sited in 2024 by municipal enforcement regarding unaddressed damage
sustained by a fire that occurred around 2020.

According to Historic Development records, this property has never appeared before the Architectural Review
Board (ARB).

Demolish historic dwelling.

1. Consider the current significance of a structure previously determined to be historic.

e An analysis should be undertaken to determine if the historic structure retains its integrity. In
some cases, a property previously identified as a contributing historic structure may no longer
retain its integrity due to changes to the structure since the time it was originally determined to
be historic.

2. Impact on the Street and District
e Consider the impact of removing the historic structure relative to its context.
e Consider whether the building is part of an ensemble of historic buildings that create a
neighborhood. (12.0)
3. Nature of Proposed Development
e Consider the future utilization of the site. (12.0)

The significance of the structure

The house at 407 Regina Avenue is listed as a contributing property in the local only portion of the Oakleigh
Garden Historic District. The modest craftsman with full-width front porch and small side projection represents a
form common throughout Mobile’s historic districts. However, the previously full width porch was previously
enclosed altering the integrity of the original restrained craftsman detailing. Permit history documents that the
property sustained damage due to a 2020 fire. The property was cited by Municipal Enforcement as a public
nuisance in 2024.

Impact on the Street and District

The Guidelines state that whether the building in question is “one of the last remaining positive examples of its
kind in the neighborhood, county, or region” should be factored into any decision involving the removal of a
structure within a historic district. As stated above, the form expressed at 407 Regina Avenue, is common to the
local area.
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The Guidelines further instruct that the impact of a structure’s demolition on surrounding structures, including
neighboring properties, properties on the same block or across the street, or properties throughout the individual
historic district should be considered. The rhythm of development along the east side of Regina Avenue remains
mostly intact, with few vacant lots seen. The deletion of the dwelling at 407 Regina Avenue would disrupt the
historic rhythm of homes along the street. The subject property appears to sit on a double lot with 405 Regina,
which available documentation could not determine when the structure at that address was demolished. The

deletion of the one primary structure on the lot would result in a substantial vacancy along the east side of this
small block.

Nature of proposed development at the origination property

The Guidelines instruct that the future use of a cleared site should be considered. The applicant resides at 409
Regina Avenue and proposed development includes maintaining the existing shed at 407 Regina Avenue and
utilizing the cleared space for additional gardens.
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Site Location — 407 Regina Avenue
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6. View of damage to east elevation (taken by
Municipal Enforcement February 2026)
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7. View of damage to east elevation (taken by
Municipal Enforcement February 2026) Municipal Enforcement February 2026)
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9. View of damage to east elevation (taken by
Municipal Enforcement February 2026)
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