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DETAILS 
Location: 
166 S. Georgia Avenue 
 
Summary of Request: 
Replace wood porch columns with fiber-cement to 
match existing 
 
Applicant: 
Rick Twilley/Twilley Builders 
 
Property Owner: 
Brianne Twilley & James Squillante 
 
Historic District: 
Oakleigh Garden 
 
Classification: 
Contributing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of Analysis: 
• While some iteration of the porch dates to 

original construction in 1912, Sanborn Maps 
suggest the porch may have been altered or 
enlarged between 1925 and 1956 

• The egg-and-dart column capitals will be 
salvaged, restored, and reinstalled 

• The applicant states that the fiber-cement 
columns will match the existing exactly, 
including the recessed paneling and molding 
details 
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PROPERTY AND APPLICATION HISTORY 
Oakleigh Garden Historic District was initially listed in the National Register in 1972 under Criteria A (historic 
significance) and C (architectural significance) for its local significance in the areas of architecture, landscape 
architecture, and planning and development. The district is significant for its high concentration of 19th- and 20th-
century architectural types and styles and significant in the area of landscape architecture for its canopies of live 
oaks planted from 1850 to 1910. The district is significant in the area of planning and development as the location 
of Washington Square, one of only two antebellum public parks remaining in Mobile. The district was expanded in 
1984, and an updated nomination was approved in 2016. 
 
The two-story side-hall residence at 166 S. Georgia was constructed in 1912.  The frame dwelling is rectangular in 
plan with front gable roof over an inset two-story gallery porch across the east façade.  A one-story porch wraps 
the north elevation.  The structure today remains largely unchanged from the 1956 Sanborn map, especially those 
elevations visible from the street.  A rear porch was constructed in 2008. 
 
The property has appeared before the Board six times previously. In May 2008, the Board approved the 
construction of a rear screened porch and fenestration alterations to the rear (west) elevation.  In July 1991, the 
Board approved a paved driveway to the south of the home.  In March 1991, the Board denied an application to 
replace the front door with a six-panel wood door and then approved installation of a 2-panel wood door instead.  
The Board approved construction of a 4 ½-foot picket fence in January 1988.  In June 1986, the Board approved 
repairs to the porch column at the south end of the front porch. 
 

SCOPE OF WORK 
1.        Replace existing wood porch columns on two-story east porch and one-story wrap-around on north 

elevation. 
a. For full-height columns at two-story east porch: 

i. Salvage existing capitals with egg-and-dart molding. 
ii. Strip, repair, and paint capitals for reinstallation. 

iii. Replace wood column base and shaft with fiber-cement to match existing, including 
recessed panels and molding profiles. 

iv. Reinstall decorative column capitals. 
v. Paint all to match existing color scheme. 

b. For columns at two-story east porch: 
i. Replace wood column base, shaft, and capital with fiber-cement to match existing, 

including recessed panels and molding profiles. 
ii. Paint all to match existing color scheme.  

 

APPLICABLE STANDARDS (Design Review Guidelines for Mobile’s Historic Districts) 
5.4 Preserve original building materials. 

» Repair deteriorated building materials by patching, piecing-in, consolidating 
or otherwise reinforcing the material. 

» Remove only those materials which are deteriorated, and beyond 
reasonable repair. 

» Do not remove original materials that are in good condition. 
5.6 Use original materials to replace damaged materials on primary surfaces where 

possible. 
» Use original materials to replace damaged building materials on a primary 

façade if possible. If the original material is wood clapboard, for example, then the 
replacement material should be a material that matches the original in finish, size and the 
amount of exposed lap. If the original material is not available from the site, use a 
replacement material that is visually comparable with the original material. 
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» Replace only the amount of material required. If a few boards are damaged 
beyond repair, for example, then only they should be replaced, rather than the entire 
wall. 

» Do not replace building materials on the primary façade, such as wood 
siding and masonry, with alternative or imitation materials unless it cannot be avoided. 

» Wholesale replacement of exterior finishes is generally not allowed. 
5.7 When replacing materials on a non-primary façade or elevation, match the original 

material in composition, scale and finish. 
»  Use original materials to replace damaged materials on a non-primary 

façade when possible. 
» The ARB will consider the use of green building materials, such as those 

made with renewable and local resources to replace damaged materials on a nonprimary 
façade if they do not impact the integrity of the building or its key features. 

» Use alternative or imitation materials that match the style and detail of the 
original material to replace damaged non-primary building materials. 

» Replace exterior finishes to match original in profile, dimension and 
materials. 

 5.17 Preserve historic stylistic and architectural details and ornamentation. 
»  Preserve storefronts, cornices, turned columns, brackets, exposed rafter 

tails, jigsaw ornaments and other key architectural features that are in good condition. 
» Retain historic details and ornamentation intact. 
» Retain and treat exterior stylistic features and examples of skilled 

craftsmanship with sensitivity. 
» Repair historic details and ornamentation that are deteriorated. 
»            Employ preventive maintenance measures such as rust removal, caulking 

and repainting. 
» Minimize damage to historic architectural details when repairs are 

necessary. 
» Document the location of a historic feature that must be removed and 

repaired so it may be repositioned accurately. 
» Patch, piece-in, splice, consolidate or otherwise upgrade deteriorated 

features using recognized preservation methods. 
» Stabilize or fix isolated areas of damage using consolidants. Epoxies and 

resins may be considered for wood repair. 
» Protect significant features that are adjacent to the area being worked on. 

5.19 Where repair is impossible, replace details and ornamentation accurately. 
» When replacing historic details, match the original in profile, dimension, and 

material. 
» A substitute material may be considered if it appears similar in character 

and finish to the original. A measured drawing may be required in these instances to 
recreate missing historic details from photographs. 

6.4 Preserve an original porch or gallery on a house. 
6.5 Repair a porch in a way that maintains the original character. 
6.6 If replacement is required, design it to reflect the time period of the historic 

structure. 
» Replace a historic porch element to match the original. 
» Use replacement materials and elements that are appropriate to the style, texture, finish, 

composition and proportion of the historic structure. 
» Do not completely replace an entire porch or element unless absolutely necessary. Only 

replace the element or portion of an element that requires replacement. 
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
The application proposes removing the eight existing wood columns on the front (east) and wrap-around (north) 
porches and replacing them with fiber-cement columns to match the existing in dimension, profile, and molding 
details.  The four columns of the two-story front porch are double-height with ornate egg-and-dart capitals.  The 
four single-height columns on the wrap-around porch have much simpler capitals.  The egg-and-dart capitals of 
the double-height columns on the front (east) porch would be salvaged, restored, and reinstalled.  The simpler 
single-height columns on the wrap-around (north) porch would be replaced in their entirety.  The applicant 
intends that the fiber-cement columns would match the existing exactly, including the recessed paneling and 
decorative moldings.  
 
The Design Guidelines direct that original architectural features should be repaired rather than replaced (5.4).  
Replacement is appropriate once the original material has deteriorated to the point that repair is impractical or 
infeasible.  The Guidelines express a preference for in-kind replacement (e.g., wood for wood, etc.) especially on 
primary facades (5.6).  While original materials are preferred, the Guidelines do allow for alternative replacement 
materials on secondary and primary elevations if in-kind replacement is not possible (5.6, 5.7).  The Guidelines 
specify that any replacement, regardless of the material used, should match the original element in “style and 
detail (5.7).”  The Guidelines specifically state that porches should be repaired in a way that “maintains the 
original character” and advise against replacing an entire porch element “unless absolutely necessary (6.5, 6.6).”  
 
The applicant states that the eight existing wood columns are in such a state of deterioration that repair is 
impractical.  Onsite evaluations determined that wood dutchman repairs have been made to the bottom of the 
column shaft of the end columns of both the two-story and one-story porches.  The bases of these columns have 
also been replaced with new wood.  The new bases and dutchman repairs at three of these columns show visible 
signs of wood rot.  These three columns are located at the southeast, northeast, and northwest corners of the 
porch, and are therefore the most exposed to rain and UV-light.  Historic Development permit records show that 
the southeast column was repaired in 1986.  It is not known when the other columns were repaired.  There is also 
visible rot at the base of the two interior single-height columns on the north elevation.  These columns do not 
appear to have been previously repaired with a wood dutchman.  There is visible paint damage, including 
bubbling and peeling, at the base of the two interior double-height columns on the east elevation.  Staff could not 
determine the condition of the wood in this location, but the condition of the paint is consistent with water 
infiltration. 
 
The application proposes fiber-cement as a more durable replacement materials that would be visually 
indistinguishable from wood when viewed from the public right-of-way.  The Guidelines state that the use of 
alternative materials on a primary façade should be avoided.  However, alternative materials may be approved in 
instances where the original material is not available.  While wood is still widely available, modern lumber is 
significantly less rot resistant than lumber available at the beginning of the 20th Century.  The applicant does 
propose replicating the column shaft and base dimensions, details, and molding profiles, which would satisfy the 
Guidelines condition that alternative materials match the original element in “style and detail (5.7).” 
 
The application does propose salvaging, restoring, and reinstalling the existing egg-and-dart capitals.  This is in 
keeping with the Guidelines directive to maintain original architectural details and porch elements whenever 
possible. 
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Site Location – 166 S. Georgia Avenue 
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 Site Photos – 166 S. Georgia Avenue 
 

  

  
1. Primary (east) façade with columns labeled, looking SW 2. Primary (east) façade with columns labeled, looking NW 

  
3. Wrap-around porch on north elevation with columns 
labeled, looking E 4. Column E1, wood rot at previous dutchman repair 

  
5. Column E1, rot at replacement base 6. Column E2, bubbling paint at base of shaft 

E1 E2 E3 E4 S1 

S2 

S3 

S4 
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7. Column E3 8. Column E4 

  
9. Column S1, wood rot at previous dutchman repair 10. Column S1, wood rot at previous dutchman repair 

  
11. Column S2, wood rot at bottom of shaft 12. Column S3, wood rot at base and paint failure at bottom 

of shaft 
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13. Column S4, wood rot at replacement base 14. Column S4, wood rot at replacement base 

  
15. View of upper columns, east elevation, looking W 16. View of upper columns, east elevation, looking SW 

  
17. View of column capitals, north elevation, looking SW 18. View of column capitals, north elevation, looking SW 

 














