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DETAILS 
Location: 
913 Texas Street 
 
Summary of Request: 
Demolish a single-family dwelling. 
 
Applicant (as applicable): 
Powe & Associates, LLC 
 
Property Owner: 
Powe & Associates, LLC 
 
Historic District: 
Oakleigh Garden 
 
Classification: 
Not Listed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of Analysis: 

• The subject property consists of two c. 1905 
shotgun houses with c. 1942 additions and a 
c. 1956 hyphen. The full complex has lost 
much of its architectural integrity, but the 
original shotgun facing Texas Street may still 
retain enough historic material to be 
considered contributing if the National 
Register district were to be expanded. 

• The entire complex was placed in the City’s 
nuisance abatement program in April 2026. 

• The proposed redevelopment of the corner 
lot with three shotgun type dwellings would 
mitigate the loss of this corner structure in 
the streetscape. 
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PROPERTY AND APPLICATION HISTORY 
Oakleigh Garden Historic District was initially listed in the National Register in 1972 under Criteria A (historic 
significance) and C (architectural significance) for its local significance in the areas of architecture, landscape 
architecture, and planning and development. The district is significant for its high concentration of 19th- and 20th-
century architectural types and styles and significant in the area of landscape architecture for its canopies of live 
oaks planted from 1850 to 1910. The district is significant in the area of planning and development as the location 
of Washington Square, one of only two antebellum public parks remaining in Mobile. The district was expanded in 
1984, and an updated nomination was approved in 2016.  
 
The property at 913 Texas Street is in the “local only” portion of the Oakleigh Garden Historic District.  It is 
therefore not listed as either contributing or non-contributing to the National Register District.  It is best double 
dated as being constructed c. 1905 with c. 1942 alterations. The current structure is a combination of two shotgun 
houses that in 1925 were designated 501 (401) Marine Street and 913 (709) Texas Street.  Both original structures 
likely date to c. 1905, given that 501 (401) Marine Street first appears in the 1906 City Directory and 913 (709) 
Texas Street in the 1908 City Directory.  The current structure also includes several additions made to the former 
501 Marine Street between 1925 and 1956.  These additions likely occurred around 1942, the year that 501 
Marine Street was renumbered as 915 Texas Street.  The reorientation of the property toward Texas Street likely 
coincided with the infill of the original west porch, the creation of a new north entry porch, and the construction 
of several additions.  Aerial photographs suggest a hyphen structure connected the two dwellings sometime 
between 1956 and 1974.  
 
When surveyed in 2007 as part of a local-only expansion of the Oakleigh Garden District, the structure had the 
same footprint, form, and ornamentation that is seen today.  At the time, the structure was considered a 
candidate for rehabilitation.  In December 2009, City staff issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for roof and 
siding repairs at this address.  It is not known if any of this work occurred.  In February 2020, the then owner 
received a Notice of Violation for exterior maintenance concerns.  A new owner acquired the property in June 
2020 and applied for a building permit for exterior alterations the following August.  This permit was denied on 
the grounds that no COA had been issued for this work.  Records do not show any attempts to apply for a COA or 
to reapply for building permits.  The property subsequently failed four NOV inspections between 2023 and 2025.  
The property was placed in Nuisance Abatement in April 2026.  The current owner acquired the property in May 
2026.  
 
According to Historic Development records, this property has never appeared before the Architectural Review 
Board (ARB).  
 

SCOPE OF WORK 
1. Demolish unlisted residential structure. 

a. Salvage the north end of the c. 1905 shotgun dwelling facing Texas Street for reuse in a new 
shotgun-type dwelling. 

2. Subdivide lot into three lots that are 40’ wide and approximately 83’ deep. 
a. Salvaged north end to become part of a proposed new shotgun dwelling on this lot (concept 

only).  
  

APPLICABLE STANDARDS (Design Review Guidelines for Mobile’s Historic Districts) 

1. Consider the current significance of a structure previously determined to be historic. 

• An analysis should be undertaken to determine if the historic structure retains its integrity. In 
some cases, a property previously identified as a contributing historic structure may no longer 
retain its integrity due to changes to the structure since the time it was originally determined to 
be historic. 

2. Impact on the Street and District 



Page 3 of 7 

• Consider the impact of removing the historic structure relative to its context. 

• Consider whether the building is part of an ensemble of historic buildings that create a 
neighborhood. 

3. Nature of Proposed Development 

• Consider the future utilization of the site. 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
The significance of the structure 
The Guidelines state that determining the significance of a property should be the initial step in considering a 
demolition application.  The structure at 913 Texas Street is in the local-only portion of Oakleigh Garden District.  
It therefore is not listed as contributing or non-contributing.  The building consists of two c. 1905 shotgun 
dwellings combined with c. 1942 additions.  Since 1942, aluminum awning windows have replaced most of the 
original wood windows.  The c. 1942 porch was enclosed at an unknown date.  A porch with folk Victorian 
bracketing remains on the north façade of the shotgun built facing Texas Street before 1908.  The original porch 
on the west façade of the shotgun facing Marine Street was enclosed as part of the c. 1942 renovations.  Folk 
Victorian fish scale shingles remain in this gable end along with remnants of a decorative vergeboard.  Original 
wood lap siding remains on the Texas and Marine Street elevations, but rear elevations have been covered with 
plywood drop siding.  In short, the complex of buildings is disjointed and difficult to recognize as belonging to a 
particular period or architectural style.  The shotgun dwelling facing Texas Street has the most architectural 
integrity and on its own could be considered contributing to a future expansion of Oakleigh Garden District. 
 
The Guidelines state that whether the building in question is “one of the last remaining positive examples of its 
kind in the neighborhood, county, or region” should be factored into any decision involving the removal of a 
structure within a historic district.  The structure is unique in Oakleigh Garden District as an amalgamation of two 
shotgun dwellings with c. 1942 additions and a c. 1956 hyphen.  However, one of the major c. 1942 additions – 
the cement block corner store shown on the 1956 Sanborn – has been lost.  With the corner store, this residential 
complex told a story of working class Mobilians “making do” amid the economic boom and housing shortage of 
the Postwar Era.  Without the corner store, the residential complex might be considered a rather poor example of 
two shotgun houses, rather than one of the last remaining examples of mixed-use vernacular architecture.  
 
Condition  
According to the Guidelines, “demolition may be more appropriate when a building is deteriorated or in poor 
condition.”  The City of Mobile has cited this property multiple times and placed it in the Nuisance Abatement 
program in April of this year.  The current owner purchased the property in May.  In August 2026, the owner 
commissioned a structural assessment of the property.  Bethel Engineering found that, while technically possible, 
the rehabilitation of the structure would not be cost-effective.  The report concluded that “the scope of work 
required – full replacement of the siding, foundation, and a substantial portion of the framing – is not materially 
different from new construction. 
 
Site photographs reveal that the c. 1942 additions appear to be in the worst state of deterioration.  The two c. 
1905 shotguns appear to be in somewhat better condition, but only the shotgun facing Texas Street retains much 
of its original architectural integrity.   
 
Impact on the Street and District 
The Guidelines further instruct that the impact of a structure’s demolition on surrounding structures, including  
neighboring properties, properties on the same block or across the street, or properties throughout the individual 
historic district should be considered. The loss of this property would create a third vacant lot on this corner of 
Texas and Marine Street.  Removal of the north-facing shotgun house would in particular disrupt a grouping of 
three extant shotgun houses on this block of Texas Street.   
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Nature of proposed development at the origination property 
The Guidelines instruct that the future use of a cleared site should be considered. After demolition, the applicant 
proposes subdividing the lot into three parcels wide enough to construct three new shotgun-type dwellings.  This 
plan would greatly mitigate the loss of this corner structure and continue the rhythm of the three extant shotgun 
dwellings on this block of Texas Street.  The applicant has also proposed salvaging the north end of the Texas 
Street shotgun, including the Folk Victorian porch, for use on a new shotgun dwelling in the same location.  This 
compromise would allow some portion of the existing structure to remain as part of a new development.  
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Site Location – 913 Texas Street 
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Site Photos – 913 Texas Street 

  
1. North façade of c. 1905 shotgun facing Texas 

Street, looking SW 
2. North façade of c. 1905 shotgun (left) and c. 1942 

additions (right), looking S 

  
3. North and west elevations of c. 1905 shotgun 

facing Marine Street, looking SE 
4. South (rear) elevation of c. 1905 shotgun (left) and 

c. 1942 addition (right), looking NE 

  
5. West gable end of c. 1905 shotgun, showing 

surviving fish scale shingles 
6. Sill plate of c. 1942 addition visibly bowing over 

insufficient brick piers 
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Sanborn Maps - 913 Texas Street 

 
 

7. 1925 Sanborn Map showing shotgun dwellings at 
501 (401) Marine Street and 913 (709) Texas 
Street 

8. 1956 Sanborn Map showing c. 1942 mixed-use 
structure at 915 Texas Street and c. 1905 shotgun 
dwelling at 913 Texas Street. (Hyphen connecting 
the two structures added later) 

 






















































