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              Architectural Review Board  
August 19, 2026  

  
  

Agenda Item # 2 

Application 2026-43-CA     

 
 
 

DETAILS  
Location:  
4 N Cedar Street 
  
Summary of Request:  
Paint a 10’ x 10’ mural to be located on the 
south elevation of 4 N Cedar Street, facing 
Dauphin Street 
  
Applicant (as applicable):  
Mobile Arts Council, Inc.  
  
Property Owner:  
Matt LeMond 
  
Historic District:  
Lower Dauphin Commercial District  
  
Classification:  
Contributing  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summary of Analysis:  

• The wall sign/mural exceeds the 
64-square-foot signage allowance 
for properties within a local historic 
district. 

• The wall sign/ mural would cover a 
secondary elevation of previously 
painted brick and would not 
require painting unpainted historic 
brickwork. 
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PROPERTY AND APPLICATION HISTORY  
Lower Dauphin Street Commercial Historic District was initially listed in the National Register in 1979 
under Criteria A (historic significance) and C (architectural significance) for its local significance in the 
areas of commerce and architecture. The district is significant for its unique character stemming from 
the high concentration of closely spaced two- and three-story brick buildings and as Mobile’s nineteenth 
century commercial thoroughfare. The district boundaries were expanded in 1982, 1995, 1998, and 
2019.  
  
This contributing property was constructed sometime around 1930 and is a one-story commercial block 
brick building that has been previously painted and features board and batten doors and window 
coverings on the west façade. The parcel was previously occupied by a 1 ½ story cottage with a full 
width porch as seen on the 1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. A similar structure occupies the parcel 
through the 1924 Sanborn Map. The subject commercial building appears in the 1940 aerial.   
 
According to Historic Development Department Records, this property has not appeared before the 
Architectural Review Board. 
  

SCOPE OF WORK  
1. Paint a wall sign/mural on the south (Dauphin St.) elevation. 

a. The sign consists of a stylized dragon meant to represent the mascot for the Mobile 
Mysticks. 

b. The sign will measure 10’-0” W x 10’-0” H. 
 

APPLICABLE STANDARDS (Design Review Guidelines for Mobile’s Historic 
Districts)  
11.3 Design a new sign to be compatible with the character of a building and the district. 
11.5 New signs are restricted to a maximum of 64 square feet. 
11.6 Place a sign to be compatible with those in the district. 

• When placing a new sign on a historic building, locate a sign to emphasize design 
elements of the historic building façade. 

• Mount a sign to fit within existing architectural features. 
11.7 Use a sign material that is compatible with the materials of the building on which it is 
placed and the district. New materials that achieve 
the effect of traditional materials and lighting solutions will be considered on a case by 
case basis. 

• Do not use highly reflective materials for a sign. All plastic faced box signs are 
not allowed. 

• Design a sign to be subordinate to the building façade. 
  

STAFF ANALYSIS  
The property under review is a contributing structure in the Lower Dauphin Street Historic 
District. This application involves the installation of a painted wall sign on the south facing 
(secondary) elevation. 



Page 3 of 6 
 

The Design Review Guidelines for Mobile’s Historic Districts (Guidelines) direct that new 
signage in historic districts be “compatible with the character of a building and the district.” 
(11.3, 11.6) The proposed sign materials and size – although outside the 64 square feet 
allowance - would be consistent with the established historic precedent of painting large 
commercial signage on secondary elevations of downtown commercial buildings in Mobile 
(fig. 7-10). (11.5, 11.7) Moreover, multiple brick commercial buildings in the immediate 
vicinity of the subject property feature extensive wall murals on their secondary elevations.  
The placement of the wall sign on existing painted brick will also not require painting of 
previously unpainted historic brick, which the Guidelines discourage. (5.8)  The proposed 
wall sign would not result in a significant aesthetic change to the subject property or the 
surrounding streetscape.   
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Site Location – 4 N Cedar Street  
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Site Photos – 4 N Cedar Street 

  
1. West façade of 4 N Cedar Street, looking E.  2. Proposed location for the mural on the south 

elevation of 4 N Cedar Street, looking N. 

 

 
 

3. View of proposed mural location, looking 
from Dauphin Street.  

4. Rendering of proposed mural. 

  
5. Large mural at 651 Dauphin Street, looking 
west 

6. Large mural at 568 Dauphin Street, looking 
east 
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Precedent Images – Wall Signs in Downtown Mobile  

 
 

7. Government between St. Emanuel and S. 
Royal, c. 1891, looking northwest (image 
courtesy of Historic Mobile Preservation 
Society) 

8. Royal between Government and Conti, c. 
1901, looking north (image courtesy of Historic 
Mobile Preservation Society) 

  
9. Riverfront between Theatre and Church, c. 
1906, looking southwest (image courtesy of 
Alabama Department of Archives and History) 

10. Riverfront between Church and 
Government, c. 1906, looking west (image 
courtesy of Alabama Department of Archives 
and History) 

 

 


















