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Location: 
157 Dauphin Street 
 
Summary of Request: 
Alterations to north façade  
 
Applicant (as applicable): 
Steve Stone/Dankinstreet Architects 
 
Property Owner: 
PRL Investments, LLC 
 
Historic District: 
Old Dauphin Way 
 
Classification: 
Contributing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of Analysis: 
• The proposed alterations to the existing 

façade comply with the Guidelines in all 
areas. 

• The proposed storefront design echoes the c. 
1937 historic storefront.  
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PROPERTY AND APPLICATION HISTORY 
Old Dauphin Way Historic District was initially listed in the National Register in 1984 under Criterion C for 
significant architecture and community planning.  The district includes most nineteenth-century architectural 
styles and shows adaptations of middle-class domestic designs of the nineteenth century to the regional, Gulf 
Coast climate.  It includes “fine examples of commercial, institutional, and religious structures as well as 20th-
century apartments.”   
 
157 Dauphin Street is a two-story contributing commercial building located in the Lower Dauphin Street 
Commercial Historic District. It is a brick building with a masonry façade. Currently the storefront entry is boarded 
up. According to the MHDC vertical files, this building was constructed c. 1860 and was associated with a Thomas 
Byrnes. Historic photographs show that the building’s original façade was brick and consisted of four large second 
story windows set above a suspended metal awning over the storefront. A heavy ornamented cornice was 
accentuated with a centered arched molding which echoed the shape of decorative hoods over the four windows. 
The property’s façade underwent an art deco remodel by J.N Stafford around 1937. At this time, the four windows 
were covered on the second story by a masonry veneer which included a large, recessed stucco panel centered on 
the second story. On the ground floor, a glass storefront was installed with deep recesses leading to an entry 
door. Although this historic storefront is no longer extant, the rest of this façade remains intact. 
 
This property appeared previously before the Architectural Review Board (ARB) in January 2023, when an 
application was presented to install a new storefront, signage, and window on the façade. The Board requested 
that the applicant make some changes to the proposed design of the storefront and provide more information 
regarding materials. The application was resubmitted with the requested changes in April 2023 and approved. An 
additional amended COA was issued after Board review in July 2024. 
 

SCOPE OF WORK 
1. Install new storefront and entry doors on first story façade. 

a. The proposed new storefront would measure approximately 23’- 4/5” W by 10’ - 6” H.  
b. The storefront would include a centered entry consisting of double-glazed painted wood doors 

topped with a single light transom. Flanking the entry door would be impact rated aluminum 
storefront which would include a fixed window topped by a single-light transom. 

c. An 18” high bulkhead would run under the storefront.  
2. Install new fabric canopy. 

a. A hung fabric entrance canopy would be installed above the center entrance and would span the 
width of the double entry doors. The canopy would measure 5’-3” W by 2’-3” H. Fabric color: Black 

b. The canopy would be mounted on an aluminum frame, supported by two painted steel posts to 
match the adjacent gallery posts at 155 Dauphin to the east. The bottom of the canopy would sit 11’-
2” above ground level.  

c. Signage would be applied on the canopy’s north face which would read: ‘I Do Bridal’ in white vinyl 
lettering. This signage would measure 4’-2” W by 8” H for a total of 2.8sf.  

3. Install three (3) new light fixtures to upper portion of façade.  
a. One matching pair of matching wall mounted lights would be located on the north and south ends of 

the upper façade, flanking the large, recessed panel. 
b. A pendant style light would be installed in the small rectangular recess centered on the upper panel of 

the façade. 
4. Repaint the stucco façade in a color to be determined.  

 

APPLICABLE STANDARDS (Design Review Guidelines for Mobile’s Historic Districts) 
      1.    7.1 Preserve the key character-defining features of a historic commercial façade.  
      2.    7.2 Repair an altered storefront to its original design.  

•  Use historic photographs when determining the original character of a storefront design.  
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•  Where evidence does not exist, use a contemporary interpretation of a traditional storefront.   Consider 
retaining a non-original storefront where it has achieved historic importance as an option.  

•  Do not remove a façade veneer if it may cause serious damage to the original historic materials 
  underneath (i.e., historic brick).  

3.    7.3 Retain an original bulkhead as a decorative panel.  
•  Retain the bulkhead below the display window.  
•  If the original bulkhead is covered with another material, consider exposing the original design. 
•  If the original bulkhead is missing, develop a sympathetic replacement design that is similar in  
  profile, texture and durability to the original. 

4.    7.5 Retain the original shape of the transom in a historic storefront.  
•  Preserve the historic transom shape and configuration.  
•  Add new glass if the original glass is missing.  
•  Do not remove or enclose a transom.  

5.    7.6 Replace a historic storefront to be consistent with the historic location.  
•  Locate a new storefront in the same plane as it was historically.  
•  Do not recess or project a replacement storefront from the front façade.  

6.   7.7 Preserve and repair original materials on a historic commercial building whenever possible.  
•  Strive to preserve materials on the sides and rear of a historic commercial building where 

  possible.  
•  Brick is the most common façade material, but in some cases stucco has been applied to an  
 original brick façade.  
•  If brick repair is required, match the mortar color, consistency and strike to the original as  
   closely as possible. 

7.    7.11 If necessary, replace a door in a fashion that is sensitive to the historic commercial character 
         of the building. 
• Use doors with high proportions of transparent glass. 
• Do not use a residential door for a commercial building. 

8.    7.16 Preserve and repair an original detail or ornamentation on a historic commercial building.  
•  Maintain an original detail and ornamentation on a historic façade. Prioritize the front façade.  
•  Maintain the established spatial relationships and scale of existing details.  
•  Preserve and maintain a significant original detail or ornamentation element, including a  
  pilaster, window frame, or molded wood, terra cotta or brick.  
•  Do not remove later historic fabric to recreate missing elements without proof of the original. 

9.    7.18 Preserve and repair an original detail or ornamentation on a historic commercial building.  
•  Maintain the original space patterns and location of windows. Most display windows have a 
  bulkhead below and a transom above.  
•  Preserve the size and shape of an upper story window.  
•  Consider maintaining a Carrara glass or glass block storefront if it has attained historic  
  significance as an alteration.  

10. 10.9 Design lighting that is in character with the setting.  
•  Use a fixture that is compatible with architectural and site design elements.  
•  When adding a new fixture, use one that is simple in character.  
•  Mount a new light fixture on a porch ceiling or an adjacent entrance.  
•  Mount a light fixture such that it will not interfere with the opening and closing of a door or  
   shutter.  
•  Design lighting to be contained within a site and to not spill over to a neighboring property.  
•  Use incandescent lighting or a source that appears similar in character. Use a fluorescent or LED source 

provided the color is similar to that of an incandescent light. For residential projects, use an exterior 
light source that is in a color range at 3000 Kelvin temperature or below.  
• Limit the amount of landscape lighting used on a site to the amount necessary for its purpose for 
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safety or the illumination of important site features. Landscape lighting includes concealed low 
wattage landscape lighting, uplights for trees or shrubbery or bollard lighting. Use low bollard 
lighting to illuminate a walkway or a drive aisle.  

• Softly illuminate an important architectural feature if desired.  
• For commercial properties, minimize stand-alone lighting. Instead, use the ambient light from a 

storefront as a light source.  
• Do not use an imitation historic fixture that may convey a false sense of history.  
• Do not use a light source that creates a harsh glare or color.  
• Do not use a blinking light.  
ACCEPTABLE LIGHTING SOURCES  
Lighting sources that produce a light similar in tone and brightness to original lighting used for historic 
properties in the district are acceptable. These often include:   

o Incandescent (low wattage)   
o LED lighting that appears similar to an incandescent light   
o Mercury vapor   
o Moon lighting   
o Dark Sky (downward facing)  

 UNACCEPTABLE LIGHTING SOURCES  
 Lighting sources that produce a light incompatible in tone and brightness that is discordant  
       with properties in the district are unacceptable. These often include:   

o Low sodium   
o Metal halide 

      11. 7.21 If required, replace or add shutters and awnings to maintain and keep visible the key features of a 
                    historic building.  

• Fit a replacement awning or shutter to the precise window or door opening.  
• Use a shutter that appears to be operable.   
• Use an awning with a profile similar to that of a historic awning. 

12. 11.3 Design a new sign to be compatible with the character of a building and the district.  
13. 11.4 When installing a new sign on a historic building, avoid damaging or obscuring the key  
        architectural features.  

• Minimize the number of sign anchor points.  
• Use an existing sign bracket if possible.  
• Design a sign to integrate with the architectural features of the historic building.  
• Avoid penetrating brick when attaching a sign to a masonry building. 

14. 11.5 New signs are restricted to a maximum of 64 square feet. 
15. 11.6 Place a sign to be compatible with those in the district.  

• When placing a new sign on a historic building, locate a sign to emphasize design elements of the 
historic building façade.  

• Mount a sign to fit within existing architectural features. 
16.   11.7 Use a sign material that is compatible with the materials of the building on which it is  
         placed and the district. New materials that achieve the effect of traditional materials and  
         lighting solutions will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

• Do not use highly reflective materials for a sign. All plastic faced box signs are not allowed.  
• Design a sign to be subordinate to the building façade. 
ACCEPTABLE SIGN MATERIALS Sign materials that are similar in character, permanence, and durability 
to historic commercial signage in the district are acceptable.  

     These often include:   
o Painted or carved wood   
o Individual wood or cast metal letters or symbols   
o Stone, such as slate, marble or sandstone   
o Painted, gilded or sandblasted glass   



Page 5 of 7 

o Metal, provided it is appropriate to the architectural character of the building 
          UNACCEPTABLE SIGN MATERIALS Sign materials that are not similar in character, 
               permanence and durability to historic commercial signage in the district are unacceptable.  
              These often include:   

o Whole plastic face   
o Metal inappropriate for the architectural character of the building 

 
 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
The Design Review Guidelines call for original and key character defining features of a historic commercial façade 
to be preserved, that original materials be repaired, and an altered storefront be repaired to its original design. The 
current façade at 157 Dauphin is not original to the building. However, it is a historic one as it has been extant for 
over ninety years and has attained historic significance as an alteration. The proposed new storefront design other 
updates to the façade reflect the character of the c.1937 storefront in its placement, design, light pattern, and in the 
retention of a bulkhead and other key features. (7.1- 7.7, 7.11, 7.16, 7.18).  
 
The proposed lighting is compliant with commercial lighting guidelines regarding location and compatibility of 
design with the subject structure and the district. Lighting material is unknown. (10.9), Likewise, the placement, 
materials, and profile of the proposed awning abides by the guidelines’ directives. (7.21) 
 
The proposed signage is compliant with commercial signage guidelines regarding size, location, materials, and 
compatibility with the district. (11.3-11.7) 
 
This project has gone through CRC review.  
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SITE LOCATION – 157 DAUPHIN STREET 
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SITE PHOTOS – 157 DAUPHIN STREET  

  
1. View of 157 Dauphin, looking south 2. View of property, looking southwest 

 

 

 

3. 2019 Google Street View of storefront  
 

 










